
PBHS Grade 10 Summer Reading 2022/2023 
 

This summer, rising sophomores will choose a title from the selections provided and checked out by the Pre-AP English 1 
teachers. If a student wants to choose an alternate novel, they will be able to submit for approval. While reading the 
novel this summer, students will work on compiling a portfolio of activities. There will be a total of 5 activities in your 
portfolio; please see below for the specifics on the assignment. The assignment will be due when school starts in August 
and will be assessed by the Pre-AP English 2 teachers for a grade 1st quarter.  

 

Portfolio Activities – All 5 Must Be Completed and Compiled in a Folder: 
 

1. Identify six scholarly (college-level) vocabulary words from the text. Complete the following for 
EACH of the words. 

• Write the sentence, from the book with page number, including the vocabulary word. 

• Define the vocabulary word. Cite where the definition of the word came from (which dictionary site). 

• Identify the vocabulary word’s part of speech. 

• Write down the other forms of the vocabulary word. (i.e. – the word is unscrupulous. Other forms of 
unscrupulous are unscrupulously and unscrupulousness) 

• Create a new sentence with a different form of the vocabulary word. 
 

2. Write ONE Dialectical Journal 
Choose a quote from your book and react to it. Provide the quote and page number from the book.   
Consider the following in your reaction: 

• What questions do you have about a character’s beliefs and values? 

• What is your personal reaction to a passage? 

• What are the words, ideas, or actions of the author that are impactful? 

• Write about what an explanation or event in the book reminds you of, and why. 

• Describe how the chapter makes you feel. 
 

3. Create a BioPoem based on research about the book’s author. Follow this template (also available on the back 
of this handout): 
https://www.readwritethink.org/sites/default/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson398/biopoem.pdf  
 

4. Copy the final two sentences of the novel and analyze 
Provide a one-paragraph reaction: How do these lines effectively or ineffectively conclude the novel? Provide 
evidence to support why the author chose to end this way. Be sure to include the two lines. 
 

5. Choose ONE of the Following Activities Concerning Character: 
✓ Create a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast two characters from your book. You can include aspects 

of each character’s:  
o Personality 
o Beliefs 
o Values 
o Biases 

o preoccupations 
o hobbies & 

interests 
o Actions 

o Reactions 
o Background 

✓ Choose one character and imagine the character went on one weekend vacation with you and your 
family. Use a minimum of two paragraphs to describe what the vacation would be like. You must be specific 
and detailed enough to describe traits of the character that could not be used for many other characters.   

✓ Choose one character from the book and draw a detailed picture of your chosen character.  Include the 
character’s favorite setting or favorite task. Write a one-paragraph description of your drawing. 

 
Please note that presenting another person’s work as your own is never acceptable.  
Plagiarism on any aspect of the summer reading project will result in a 0/F and parent contact will be made. 

https://www.readwritethink.org/sites/default/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson398/biopoem.pdf


How to Write a BioPoem: 
 

(Line 1) First name 
(Line 2) Three or four adjectives that describe the person 
(Line 3) Important relationship (daughter of . . . , mother of . . . , etc)  
(Line 4) Two or three things, people, or ideas that the person loved  
(Line 5) Three feelings the person experienced 
(Line 6) Three fears the person experienced 
(Line 7) Accomplishments (who composed . . . , who discovered . . . , etc.) 
(Line 8) Two or three things the person wanted to see happen or wanted to experience  
(Line 9) His or her residence 
(Line 10) Last name 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From Abromitis, B.S. (1994, June/July). Bringing lives to life. Biographies in reading and the content areas. Reading Today, 11, 26. Reprinted with permission of the 
publisher and author. 

 
 

BioPoem Sample: 

 
 
 
 
 

Rosa  
Determined, brave, strong, loving 
 
Wife of Raymond Parks, mother of all children 
 
Who loved equality, freedom, and the benefits of a good 
education 
 
Who hated discrimination, loved to stand up for her beliefs, 
and loved to help others 
 
Who feared that racism would continue, feared losing the 
opportunity to make a difference, and feared that young people 
might lose opportunities to develop strength and courage 
 
Who changed history as she accomplished great strides for 
equality and encouraged excellence for all  
 
Who wanted to see love triumph and see an end to all bias and 
discrimination in a world in which respect is freely given to 
all 
 
Born in Alabama and living in Detroit  

Parks 
 


